RESEARCH SEMINAR
University of California Washington Center 
Winter 2013 (Semester and Quarter)
Instructor: Matthew Dallek, Ph.D. 

Office: Room 324 

Phone: 202.974.6352 

matt_dallek@yahoo.com 
matt.dallek@ucdc.edu
Office Hrs: Wed., 11am-1pm (and by appt.)

Course Description  
This seminar will draw on your internship, intellectual interests and your major to help you craft an original research paper. Our seminar will visit with Washington officials where we will discuss how research of all kinds influences the daily work of political aides, policy experts, elected officials and the news media in the nation’s capital.
The seminar’s goal is to teach you how to write a major research paper, 20 to 25 pages in length, which contributes to your knowledge of a topic relevant to your internship and important to society. During the term, we will be discussing why academic research matters and how experts in particular fields understand contradictory evidence, sift competing claims and argue about issues of politics and policy. This course will examine what a “literature review” is, help you to craft an interesting research question, teach you how to write with greater clarity, and help you to become an expert in your field of study. 
Your research findings should contribute to our common knowledge of your topic. They might upend the conventional wisdom about a controversy, provide a novel interpretation of a much-discussed policy, or fuse together previously disparate theories and arguments surrounding a given issue. As a rule of thumb, the questions you pose should defy the allure of easy answers while reflecting the complicated nature of the topic you are studying. Moreover, it’s important that you are passionate about the topic you’ve chosen and that it’s at least somewhat relevant to the organization where you are interning.
Course Meetings 
Class meets on Wednesdays from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Deviations from the regular schedule are identified below. There are two types of meetings: General Sessions in which we convene as a class, starting promptly at 10 a.m.; and Group Sessions, in which I will meet with you in much smaller settings (3 to 5 students) in order to discuss your projects in greater individual depth. I will also be available to discuss your topics with you during office hours or by appointment. 
Course Requirements 

Assignment #1: Write a two to three page research proposal explaining what your research topic will be, why it’s relevant to your internship, and how it affects society. Identify a major research question, which you will attempt to answer during this term; highlight any sub-questions that you also want to address in your research; and craft an hypothesis – ie…a preliminary theory or argument answering your research question. 
The proposal must also include a brief analysis of how other experts – from policy-makers to academics and journalists to activists – have approached your subject, interpreted it, and whether or not they have even attempted to address it in the way that you are proposing to do. The memo must also explain why your proposed course of research will possibly shed new light on your topic or depart from what has previously been said about your topic. 
Due: Sat., Jan. 21 (Both Semester and Quarter Students)
Assignment #2: Build on the first assignment and the feedback you’ve received, and craft a 10 to 15 page draft of your research paper, which answers the question(s) raised in your proposal. Your answers must be grounded on the original research you’ve conducted thus far. Your ideas must be supported by statistical data, surveys, historical anecdotes, interviews, maps, paintings, films, or novels, just to cite a few examples. This draft must include at least one interview with somebody knowledgeable about your topic; a literature review (we will discuss this in class); a central argument/thesis that explains whether or not your hypothesis was accurate based on your research findings;  and a clear and consistent attempt to answer the question that forms the core of your research agenda. 
Due: Sat., Feb. 25 (Quarter Students Only)
         Sat., March 17 (Semester Students Only)

Assignment # 3: Incorporate the edits and feedback you’ve received from the instructor and your colleagues during the term, and submit the final 18 to 25 page paper of original research*. This final paper should include new transition paragraphs and sentences that bridge together each of your sections. You will want to address outstanding holes/questions that have been raised about your hypothesis, evidence, and conclusions over the course of the term. It should feature a strong conclusion that takes the form of either an advocacy plan related to your topic; analysis of the policy implications that flow from your research findings; or a detailed discussion of future lines of inquiry that other scholars and experts should pursue. Indicate which conclusions you feel are sound and which ones are more tentative. Explore the implications of your argument, the policy prescriptions that conceivably could flow from your analysis, and/or the assumptions that your research calls into question.  Include a bibliography at the end of this paper, which will be included in your total page count. 
Ultimately, this research paper should be worthy of publication in an undergraduate research journal (see, for example, UC Davis’ Explorations). Your work colleagues, fellow students and instructor should all be able to profit by reading your paper, and it should be useful to you when you apply to graduate school and/or a full-time job. 
Due: Sat., March 17 (Quarter Students Only)
         Sat., April 21 (Semester Students Only)
*NOTE: The total number of pages for your final research paper must satisfy the requirements of your home campus.
Oral Presentation 
All students are required to deliver a six to eight minute oral presentation, based on their research, during the final class meeting. Time limits will be enforced, so please keep your presentation to no more than ten minutes. Oral presentations should be focused, lively and well organized.  You want to share not only your ideas, but also your enthusiasm. Students are free to use handouts, Power Points, brief videos and other audiovisual devices to make their case. Assume that the audience knows little to nothing about your topic. Successful presentations will clearly convey to your audience the major research question you’ve crafted, how you went about answering your question, your central arguments, and your concluding thoughts and/or recommendations related to your topic. Presentations will be graded on the basis of clarity, organization, focus, and a clear theme. Posing unanswered questions will not take away from your grade if they show that you are wrestling with ideas.  Plan and practice your presentation with your peers prior to delivering it. 
Your final grade will be determined on (roughly) the following basis:
First Assignment (2-3 pages)—Not Graded
Second Assignment (10-15 pages)--25%
Final Research Paper (18-25 pages)—45% 
In-Class Participation--10% 
Oral Presentation—20%   
All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course.

FOR ALL WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS: 

· Turn in assignments by the specified time on dates indicated in the Class Meeting Schedule. All written assignments should be emailed to me at matt_dallek@yahoo.com or matt.dallek@ucdc.edu. Late assignments will be penalized, out of fairness to those students who meet their deadlines.
· All papers should be double-spaced. Please number your pages; include a working title for each assignment; include a bibliography and citations for each written assignment. You may choose any professionally accepted citation format (MLA, footnotes, endnotes), but you must choose one and then use it consistently and correctly. Your final bibliography should include a variety of primary and secondary sources such as books, memoirs, articles, surveys, statistics, maps, films, novels just to name a few potential sources. 
COURSE OUTLINE 

I. RESEARCH AND WRITING: AN OVERVIEW.  

Jan. 11—Crafting a Research Question  

Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, preface, Chs. 1-5 (Review in Class)
Terry Gross’ interview with Matt Ritchel--“Digital Overload: Your Brain on Gadgets,” NPR

Jan. 18—Weighing Arguments
Michael Pollan, In Defense of Food, Intro., Chs. 1-5  

Larry Levine, “William Shakespeare and the American People: A Study in Cultural Transformation,” Essay in Highbrow, Lowbrow 
*Group Sessions

Sat., Jan. 21: Assignment #1 Due (Both Semester and Quarter Students)
Jan. 25—Writing Well 

George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language” 
Joan Didion, “Why I Write,” New York Times Book Review, 1976 

*Possible Guest Speakers Marc Sandalow and Lindsey Arent. We will discuss the art of interviewing public officials. 

II. WHY RESEARCH MATTERS. 

Feb. 1—Research Has Consequences
Elizabeth Warren, “Unsafe at Any Rate,” Democracy: A Journal of Ideas 

David Leonhardt, “The Case for $320,000 Kindergarten Teachers,” The New York Times  

*Alumni Luncheon Panel: 1-2pm
Feb. 8— The Role of Research in America’s Health Policy Debates 

Jonathan Skinner, “Is More Care Better Care?” the New York Times 
Atul Gawande, “The Cost Conundrum: What a Texas town can teach us about health care,” The New Yorker 

Dr. Jerry Avorn, “Debate about Funding Comparative Effectiveness Research,” The New England Journal of Medicine 
Dr. Donald Berwick, “A User’s Manual for the IOM’s ‘Quality Chasm’ Report,” Health Affairs
Feb. 15--Group Sessions 
Feb. 22—Indiviudal Tutorials

Sat., Feb. 25: Assignment #2 Due (Quarter Students Only)

Feb. 29--How Military Research Shaped U.S. Decision-Making in Iraq and Afghanistan 

Lt. Colonel John A. Nagl, “The Evolution and Importance of Army/Marine Corps Field Manual 3-24, Counterinsurgency,” Foreword to The U.S. Army/Marine Corps Counterinsurgency Field Manual 
Andrew Bacevich, “The Petraeus Doctrine,” The Atlantic 
III. DEBATING RESEARCH. 

March 7—Delivering Effective Oral Presentations 
Elizabeth Bumiller, “We Have Met the Enemy and He is PowerPoint,” the New York Times 
T.X. Hammes, “Dumb-dumb bullets,” Armed Forces Journal 

View Portions of Randy Pausch’s “The Last Lecture”; Steve Jobs’ IPhone Unveiling; and Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth  
March 14—Oral Presentations (Extended Class Meeting—Quarter Students Only) 
*Each quarter student will deliver a six to eight minute Oral Presentation about their research. (Note: This is spring break week for semester students.)
Sat., March 17: Final Research Paper Due (Quarter Students Only)

Sat., March 17: Assignment #2 Due (Semester Students Only) 
March 21—How Washington’s Policy-Makers Would Debate Your Research
*Possible visits from Washington-based professionals, working in politics, policy and advocacy, who will discuss the implications of your research with us.

March 28—Research Day
April 4—Group Sessions

April 11--Possible Visit to the Congressional Research Service
April 18--Oral Presentations (Extended Class Meeting) 
*Each semester student will deliver a six to eight minute Oral Presentation about their research.
 Sat., April 21: Final Research Paper Due (Semester Students Only) ____
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