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Course Description

This course explores the history, theory and practice of public attempts to reform political processes at the national level.  Our inquiry will multidisciplinary in nature, drawing from several disciplines including political science, history, philosophy, sociology and psychology. Several propositions will be analyzed.  First, while government reforms are often initiated in “crisis” periods, later assessments of the changed rules or practices often fail to fully account for the original motivations of reformers.  Second, major reforms are usually followed by serious efforts to evade the original intent of the reforms. This suggests there may be a “life cycle” of reform that includes short-term compliance and long-term evasion.  Finally, the question of what is good reform leads directly to the question of what is good government, including its legitimate functions and processes. This suggests that political reforms should be evaluated in terms of political ideals, current problems, and theories about how reform will provide a remedy.  Actual practice, however, often falls short of this standard because people disagree over how government should work in the first place.  Also, political imperatives motivate both reformers and those potentially subject to the proposed changes. Thus, a more complete reform assessment must acknowledge that “improvements” are initiated and evaluated in the name of various political values that are frequently at odds.  

Several contemporary and historic case studies including lobbying practices, conflict-of-interest, mediated corruption, information hoarding, nepotism and the ‘revolving door’ will help students examine the above propositions. We will also delve into the ethical issues surrounding the functions of representation, lawmaking, and policy implementation, with particular emphasis on Congress, the White House, executive bureaucracy, interest groups, and media.  

Course Materials

The following books are required, and can be purchased through Amazon or other online booksellers:

Bertram Levine, The Art of Lobbying: Building Trust and Selling Policy, (CQ Press/ 2009).
Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein, It’s Even Worse Than it Looks. (Basic Books/ 2012)
Steven Ward, Global Media Ethics (McGill-Queen’s University Press/ 2010)
A course reader containing the articles and book excerpts listed below in the course schedule, will be available for purchase in the first week of the course. 

Copies can be purchased at U.S. Printing and Copying in Washington, located at 1725 M St., NW (202) 785-9424.  

Course Requirements

Students are expected to complete the weekly reading assignments and come to class prepared to discuss the readings. There will be in-class midterm (worth 30 percent of final course grade) and a take-home final exam (worth 40 percent). The instructor will provide a review sheet to help students prepare for the exams. Students will also be required to submit reading responses most weeks (worth 20 percent). Class participation will count toward 10 percent of your final grade.  As part of the participation grade, each student will lead at least one discussion of a reading.  Class participation will also be evaluated on the basis of student attendance and other contributions to class discussions.  

Course Schedule and Topics

Week One/ Sept 20

Course Introduction

Human Nature and Conflicting Assumptions About Good Government

Readings:

Aristotle, The Politics (excerpts)

Nicollo Machiavelli The Prince (excerpts), Discourses (excerpts)

James Madison, The Federalist Nos. 10 and 51

Harry Wray, “The Game of Life,” from Sense and Nonsense (2000)
Week Two/ Sept 27:
Interest Groups and Lobbying

Readings: 

Bertram Levine, The Art of Lobbying: Building Trust and Selling Policy, (CQ Press/ 2009). [entire]

Week Three/ Oct 4:

Media Ethics: Getting Beyond Alleged ‘Liberal’ and ‘Conservative’ Bias

Readings:
Steven Ward, Global Media Ethics (McGill-Queen’s University Press/ 2010) [entire] 

“The State of the News Media: 2012” Annual Report on Journalism from Pew Research Center Project for Excellence in Journalism/ 2012)
Week Four/ Oct 11:

Congressional Ethics: Representation and Lawmaking

Readings:

Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein, It’s Even Worse Than it Looks. (Basic Books/ 2012) [entire]
Ronald Levin, “Congressional Ethics and Constituent Advocacy in an Age of Mistrust”

Michigan Law Review, (Oct., 1996),

Dennis Thompson, “A Case for Congressional Ethics,” from Ethics in Congress: From Individual to Institutional Corruption. (Brookings Institution/ 1995).
Week Five/ Oct 18:

Congressional Ethics: Leaders and Parties

Julian Zelizer, “The Winds of Congressional Change,” (The Forum/ Berkeley Electronic 

Press/ 2009)

Tom Burka, “Without DeLay,” Texas Monthly (2006)
Week Six/ Oct 25:

Exam 1
Week Seven/ Nov 1:

Presidential Ethics: Personal Power and Effectiveness
Readings:

Stephen Wayne, “Presidential Character and Judgment: Obama's Afghanistan and Health Care Decisions,” (Presidential Studies Quarterly/2011)

Carol Silva, et al. , Why Did Clinton Survive the Impeachment: A Test of Three Explanations,” Presidential Studies Quarterly (2007)
Week Eight/ Nov 8:

Presidential Ethics: Executive Branch Establishment

Readings:

Richard Pious, “Presidents Unbound,” from Why Presidents Fail (Rowman &Littlefield/ 2008). 

Richard Pious, “Prerogative Power in the Obama Administration: Continuity and Change in the War on Terrorism,” (Presidential Studies Quarterly/ 2011). 
Week Nine/ Nov 15

Executive Bureaucracy: An Unaccountable Power? 

Readings: 

Charles Goodsell, The Case for Bureaucracy, (CQ Press/ 2004) [excerpts]
James Q. Wilson, “What Government Agencies Do,” (from Bureaucracy/ 2000)

Dana Priest and William Arkin, “Top Secret America”, (Washington Post Investigation/ 2010)
Week Ten/ Nov 29:

The Courts: At the Storm’s Center

Final Course Wrap-up

Readings:

Tom Clark, “The Separation of Powers, Court Curbing, and Judicial Legitimacy”, (American Journal of Political Science/2009)

Jeffrey Toobin, The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court, (First Anchor Books/ 2008) [excerpts]
December 6

Take Home Final Exam Due
