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THE MOVING IMAGE

Spring Quarter, 2012, UCDC

Wednesday March 27 – May 29, 2013

6:00-9:00 PM ROOM UCDC Auditorium

Instructor: Grace Guggenheim is President of Guggenheim Productions, Inc., 

and a film producer for over twenty-five years.  Her expertise is in historical documentary for both theatrical release and broadcast, and has focused on integrated archival materials using domestic and international resources. Most of her films have been produced for permanent exhibition at Museums sites in the United States. She also has a passion for preserving classic orphaned films. 

A PERSPECTIVE ON THE COURSE:

Why would you let a classic book go out of print?  The same can be asked about a film that can inspire one to read or to see the world differently. There is nothing more powerful then a moving image on the big screen. You see. You see and then you hear your story first hand, then you understand.

Charles Guggenheim lived a quiet but focused and driven life in Washington DC achieving an international reputation, and winning more academy awards than any other documentary filmmaker. He pioneered the political biography. His career began in the late 40s in television and ended with over 100 documentary titles, two feature films and hundreds of political campaign biographies.  The films he left behind leave a train of humanity like no other.  

In this course, which traces Guggenheim’s career, you can witness history as if you were there, and, in addition, come to understanding how film technology evolved along with story-telling telling techniques.  Grace Guggenheim, Charles’ daughter and collaborator, offers insights that will provide a window into film line production, preservation, historical research, copyright and licensing challenges. Washington DC has the richest resources of any city for making documentary films. If you want to know how why and where - this is the class that will expose you to powerful films rarely seen in public.

THE MOVING IMAGE: ART AS HISTORY 

1. Introduction and overview of Guggenheim’s 50-year career from

1948 to 2002, touching upon feature films, documentary and political films, and how they all interrelate and give a perspective on our technological pathway. The power of a theatrical film.

THE WHOLE TOWNS TALKING 1952 - social action film

FISHERMAN AND HIS SOUL 1962 - feature film

CHILDREN WITHOUT 1964 – Documentary for change

RFK REMEMBERED 1968 - Documentary Eulogy

WITNESS 1998 – Non Profit Identity film

BERGA SOLDIERS OF ANOTHER WAR 2002

2. Art and Architecture - Film Technique in portraying Time and Place

MONUMENT TO THE DREAM 1967

A PLACE TO BE 1979

THE MAKING OF LIBERTY 1986

ART OF NORTON SIMON 1995 

Guest Speaker - Peggy Parsons (National Gallery of Art)

3.A Sense of Place – The use of Archive Material and Music/Effects 

ISLAND OF HOPE ISLAND OF TEARS 1990

A PLACE IN THE LAND 1998 

THE JOHNSTOWN FLOOD 1989

A TIME FOR JUSTICE 1995

THE EYE OF JEFFERSON (TBD)

4.Press and Politics - The challenge of Story Telling

NINE FROM LITTLE ROCK 1964

FROM KING TO CONGRESS 1974


HR6161 – AN ACT OF CONGRESS 1979


HARRY S TRUMAN 1995

THE FIRST FREEDOM 1998 

5. Site Visits-  Film Technology and Film Curration

A day of visits to: 
THE EAST WING OF THE NATIONAL GALLERY 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

THE NEWSEUM

6.The written Word - The art of narration and first hand witnesses; the challenges of technique and technology; what is a docudrama and when to use it (or not)

Clips from:

SPRINGFIELD SOUND AND LIGHT SHOW 1974

HR6161-An ACT OF CONGRESS 1979

A TIME FOR JUSTICE 1995

JOURNEY TO AMERICA 1989

HARRY S TRUMAN 1992

THE JOHNSTOWN FLOOD 1989

BERGA SOLDIERS OF ANOTHER WAR 2002

7.The Biography of a Public Life  - What is a biography? The influence of intended use upon the story telling process. Restrictions on use of archival material and problem solving when a subject is no longer alive.

KING TO CONGRESS - 1974

CLEAR PICTURES 1995 

A LIFE: THE STORY OF LADY BIRD JOHNSON 1998

THE MAN NOBODY KNEW, in search of my father, CIA Spymaster

   
William Colby 2011

8.Copyright Challenges – How does one begin to budget and license a documentary film?  “Who” is the Library of Congress? 

Demonstrating copyright challenges for Music, archival stills and footage

.

Guest Speaker - Eric Schwartz (Copyright Attorney and Founder of Film Preservation Forum)  

9. Preservation, Restoration and Ethics – America’s Major Depository, who are theses people and how they work. How are Presidential Libraries useful? History verses Docudrama

2K DIGITAL RESTORATION CHALLENGES

ELEGANCE RECLAIMED: THE RESTORATION OF THE WARNE

  BALLROOM

THE JOHNSTOWN FLOOD 

10. Story without Picture – Sound and Light

The story of President Lincoln in Springfield Illinois (45 mins)

What do we need needed to make this a Moving Picture?

Do we know enough to keep our history in the digital age?  

What do we need to know and to keep asking?

